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so much as form one good thought conducive to eternal life, nor take the
least step towards God by supernatural virtue. "As the eye of the body,
though perfectly sound, cannot see unless it be assisted by the light, so
neither can a man live well but by the eternal light which is derived from
God/' as St Austin says.1 God, who desires that all men be saved, offers
this treasure to everyone, enlightening every man that cometh into this
world.2 The graces which we reject are seeds which would fructify to a
hundredfold; they are talents which, if put out to the banker, would be
multiplied; faithfully corresponded with, they would make us saints;
but the abuse of them will be our greatest crime and our heaviest con-
demnation.

The following feasts are celebrated on June 25 :

ST ADELBERT, a prince of Northumberland who left the world and joined St Willibrord in
his apostoiate in Lower Germany about 700 : ST AGOARD and ST AGLIBERT, in the diocese of Paris,
martyred for having pulled down one of the heathen temples : THE BLESSED SISTERS OF CHARITY
OF ARRAS, martyrs: ST LUAN, Abbot of Bangor in Ireland : ST MAXIMUS, Bishop of Turin, one
of the lights of the fifth century: ST MOLOC, Bishop, a Scotsman and a zealous assistant of St
Boniface of Ross : ST PROSPER OF AQUITAIN : and ST WILLIAM OF MONTE VERGINE, founder of
the religious congregation of that name, later put under the rule of St Benedict.

JUNE 26
ST JOHN AND ST PAUL, MARTYRS

THEY were both officers in the army under Julian the Apostate, and
received the crown of martyrdom, probably in 362, under Apronianus,
Prefect of Rome, a great enemy of the Christians. These saints glorified
God by a double victory; they despised the honours of the world and
triumphed over its threats and torments. They saw many wicked men
prosper in their impiety, but were not dazzled by their example. They
considered that worldly prosperity which attends impunity in sin is the
most dreadful of all judgments; and how false and short-lived was this
glittering prosperity of Julian, who in a moment fell into the pit which
he himself had dug! But the martyrs, by the momentary labour of their
conflict, purchased an immense weight of never-fading glory; their tor-
ments were, by their heroic patience and invincible virtue and fidelity,
a spectacle worthy of God, who looked down upon them from the throne
of his glory, and held his arm stretched out to strengthen them, and to
put on their heads immortal crowns in the happy moment of their victory.
An old church in Rome, near that of SS. Peter and Paul, bore the name
of SS. John and Paul, as appears by the calendar published by F. Fronto.
They have a proper office and mass in the sacramentaries of St Gelasius
and St Gregory the Great; also in the ancient Gallican Liturgy. In
England, the council of Oxford in 1222 ordered their festival to be kept
of the third class; that is, with an obligation of hearing mass before work.

1 S. Aug. lib. de Nat. et. Grat. c. 26, t, x.                        8 John i.